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A chairde,  

Tá bliain scoile eile curtha dínn agus ní dhéanfar dearmad go deo ar an mbliain chéanna! Sula ndeánaim 

tagairt don chúpla mí seo caite ba mhaith liom súil siar a chaitheamh ar an gcuid eile den bhliain. Chuireamar 

fáilte roimh dhá rang Naíonán Sóisearach den chéad uair le 10 mbliana agus shocraigh siad isteach go maith. 

Bhí ár gcailíní i bPáirc an Chrócaigh roimh an Nollaig agus bhí an-lá acu. Cuireadh suas comhartha bhreá 

lasmuigh den scoil agus chabhraigh sé sin le tuismitheoirí agus caomhnóirí ionchasacha an scoil a fháil don 

chéad Oíche Oscailte riamh. B’ócáid álainn í seo agus chonacthas go soiléir an nasc iontach idir bhaill na 

foirne, thuismitheoirí agus pháistí.  

Bhí Cóisir Mhairtí againn roimh Chraobh Peile na hÉireann agus bhí bua stairiúil ag na Dubs agus ag Ciarán 

chun 5 as a chéile a bhuachan. Bhí na páistí agus na múinteoirí ar an Nuacht ar an teilifís agus sna nuachtáin. 

Ansin bhí Amy Woodger ó Rang a Cúig ina réalt teilifíse agus a cuid oibre ar son na timpeallachta le feiceáil 

ag Tionól na nÓg sa Dáil. Níos fearr ná sin, rinne sí an-jab le Ryan Turbidy ar an Late Late Show an tseachtain 

chéanna. Rinne Amy agus a cairde i R5 an-obair chun Bus na gCos a thiomáint agus táim ag súil go mór le 

bheith ag obair leis na daoine céanna agus a cairde i R6. Tá a fhios agam go bhfuil pleananna iontacha acu 

do na beacha agus go leor eile. Ar an téama céanna, d’éirigh linn deireadh a chur le cumarsáid ar pháipéar 

agus chuireamar tús le nuachtlitir leictreonach do gach éinne. D’éirigh go hiontach leis!         

Ansin, roimh an Nollaig bhí sé de phleisiúr againn fáilte a chur roimh an Taoiseach (ag an am) Leo Varadkar 

TD agus roimh an Aire Oideachais (ag an am) Joe McHugh TD. Chonaic siad dea-obair na scoile agus bhí deis 

againn na buntáistí a bhaineann leis an nGaelscolaíocht, agus an t-éileamh leanúnach atá uirthi sa cheantar, 

a phlé leo.  

Chruthaigh Conal agus Sadhbh go hiontach agus iad ag snámh ar son na scoile sna comórtais náisiúnta agus 

tá súil agam gur féidir linn cur leis na deiseanna don snámh sa scoil.  D’éirigh go hiontach linn sa Tráth na 

gCeist Náisiúnta ag an gComhar Creidmheasa, bhaineamar an ceathrú háit amach. Bhíomar páirteach sa 

chraobhchomórtas INTEL Mini-Scientist freisin.  

Ar ndóigh, bhí lá iontach ag Rang a Sé don Chóineartú agus táimid ag súil leis an gCéad Fhaoistin agus an leis 

an gComaoineach le Rang a Dó (Rang a Trí anois!) pé am a tharlóidh siad. Nuair a bheidh a fhios agamsa, 

beidh a fhios agaibhse!      

Laistigh den scoil d’éirigh linn, Cosán na gCéadfaí a chur síos a bheidh ina chabhair iontach do pháistí amach 

anseo. 

Bhí Cumann na dTuismitheoirí chomh gnóthach lena mbíonn siad riamh agus bhí Aonach na Nollag den scoth 

againn. Bhí an grúpa is mó riamh is stair na scoile againn do na Ranganna Gaeilge do dhaoine fásta agus 

beimid ag súil le tógáil air sin an bhliain seo chugainn le cúnamh Dé. Ba mhaith leis an gCumann a mbuíochas 

An Chúil Mhín 

Cluain Saileach 

Baile Átha Cliath 15 
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a ghabháil le gach duine as an tacaíocht ar fad i gcaitheamh na bliana. Bhí na hócáidí ar fad ar fheabhas de 

bharr na tacaíochta seo. Táimid an-bhuíoch de Chiara de Faoite as an obair ar fad agus í ag éirí as an gCathaoir 

tar éis di a cuid a dhéanamh le cúpla bliain anuas. Ní raibh deireadh lena fuinneamh ná lena fonn oibre ar 

son an scoile agus ar son na bpáistí agus ba mhaith liom mo bhuíochas pearsanta féin a ghabháil léi as gach 

rud atá déanta aici. Táim cinnte de go rachaidh an Cumann ó neart go neart. Bíonn fáilte roimh dhaoine nua 

i gcónaí agus tá duine ag teastáil láithreach chun an chathaoir a roinnt le Ciara Nic Eoghain! Cuir r-phost 

chuig cumann.na.dtuismitheoiri.so@gmail.com más féidir leat cabhrú leis an gCumann in aon chor.  Tá gá le 

gach saghas cabhrach agus eolais/cumais.      

Bhíomar i lár Seachtain na Gaeilge den scoth nuair a dúnadh na scoileanna go tobann ar an 12 Márta.  Táimid 

chun tógáil ar an dul chun cinn bliantúil atá déanta againn le go mbeidh SnaG 2021 ar an gceann is fearr 

riamh! Thaitin Féile na bhFuinneog go mór liom agus molaim sibh ar fad as an obair iontach a rinneadh. 

Níl aon amhras ach gurbh í seo an tréimhse ba dheacra le mo linnse mar phríomhoide agus b’fhéidir i stair 

na bunscolaíochta in Éirinn ar an-chuid bealaí. An dúshlán ba mhó a sheas amach domsa ná an éagsúlacht i 

measc theaghlaigh na scoile. An chloch ba mhó ar ár bpaidrín i gcónaí ná conas freastal ar na teaghlaigh ar 

fad chun tacú leis an bhfoghlaim gan cur leis an strus. Tá súil agam gur éirigh linn tacú libh mar thuismitheoirí. 

Ceann de na buanna is fearr atá againn mar scoil ná an caidreamh dearfach a bhíonn idir bhaill na foirne agus 

na teaghlaigh scoile. Mhothaigh mé gur tháinig sé seo inár gcoinne nach mór, sciobadh uainn na huirlisí is 

fearr atá againn mar phobal scoile chun tabhairt faoi na deacrachtaí a thagann aníos ó am go chéile. ‘Siad sin 

na caidrimh agus sprid an mheithil atá sa scoil. Ba mhaith liom mo bhuíochas a ghabháil libh ar fad as na 

focail chineáltais, seans nach dtuigeann sibh féin an t-ardú meanma a thug sé dom. Bhí laethanta áirithe níos 

deacra ná a chéile dom ach d’oibrigh mé amach go han-tapaidh gurb é an réiteach is fearr ná teagmháil a 

fháil ó pháistí nó ó thuismitheoirí/chaomhnóirí na scoile. Ba mhór agam é. 

Agus sinn ag iarraidh aghaidh a thabhairt ar na dúshláin éagsúla a cuireadh romhainn, d’athraigh cúrsaí go 

minic agus go tapaidh agus beidh mé fíorbhuíoch go deo de agus as an bhfoireann scoile ar fad. Bhí gach aon 

duine againn ag iarraidh tabhairt faoi rud iomlán nua, gan aon traenáil, gan móran pleanála agus don chéad 

phíosa ar a laghad, gan tuairim againn céard eile a bhí ag teacht ó lá go lá. Is de bharr iarrachtaí na múinteoirí 

agus bhall eile na foirne gur éirigh linn a méid a rinneamar a dhéanamh. Má bhí doiléire nó míthuiscint ann, 

b’ormsa an locht. Arís, cosúil leis an obair, leis an gcumarsáid, is ag iarraidh cothromaíocht a fháil a bhí mé. 

Tá súil agam go raibh an chumarsáid rialta go leor gan a bheith iomarcach.              

Don bhliain seo chugainn, nílimid cinnte go fóill go direach cén chaoi a bheidh ar chúrsaí. Tá súil agam go 

mbeidh treoir níos cuimsithí ón Roinn Oideachais agus Scileanna agus déanfaimid pleanáil ansin dá barr. 

Táim muiníneach go maith go mbeidh na páistí in ann na bearnaí a líonadh ó thaobh obair scoile de. Tá teacht 

aniar sna páistí nach bhfuil ionainn mar dhaoine fásta uaireanta. Fós féin, mar a dhéanann múinteoirí gach 

uile lá ar scoil, déanfaimid measúnú ar an bpointe ag a bhfuil na páistí agus déanfaimid pleanáil dá réir len 

iad a thabhairt ar aghaidh go dtí an chéad phointe eile ar bhóthar a n-oideachas. An rud is tábhachtaí dúinne 

mar scoil fós is ea go mothóidh na páistí sábháilte, sona agus sochair ar scoil agus déanfaimid pé rud is gá 

chun é sin a chinntiú. Tá súil agam go mbeidh mé in ann múinteoirí na ranganna don bhliain seo chugainn a 

fhógairt i gceann coicíse nó mar sin. De bharr cúinsí eagsúla ní bheidh mé cinnte faoi seo go dtí sin. Leis an 

méid éiginnteachta bhí ann le míonna anuas níor theastaigh uaim iad a fhógairt ar eagla go mbeadh orm 

athruithe a dhéanamh.    

Tá ábhair mhisnigh dúinn mar scoil agus mar phobal. Tá dul chun cinn dochreidte déanta againn mar scoil ar 

an litearthacht digiteach. Bhí an dea-scéal freisin an tseachtain seo caite faoin tionscnamh tógála. Tá súil 

agam go mbeidh mé in ann tuilleadh sonraí a thabhairt faoi seo nuair a bheidh deis ag an mBord Bainistíochta 
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cruinniú le chéile an tseachtain seo. Aon uair go mbíonn constaic mhór romhainn, cúis mhórtais agus bhróid 

is ea a shárú. Mar phobal, sílim gur éirigh go hiontach linn ar an iomlán. Léiríomar meas, foighne, buíochas, 

tuiscint agus comhoibriú ar a chéile.  Seo cuid na tréithe is tábhachtaí in aon ghaol agus sílim go bhfuil an 

gaol idir baill de phobal scoile Scoil Oilibhéir níos láidre ná riamh. Ar an ábhar sin, ba mhaith liom mo 

bhuíochas ó chroí a ghabháil le gach uile dhuine agaibh. Seasann siombal Scoil Oilibhéir ag barr an 

leathanaigh seo do na múinteoirí, do na páistí agus do na tuismitheoirí/caomhnóirí. Beidh cloiste ag cuid 

agaibh faoin stól tríchosach, má tá cos amháin in easnamh, titeann an stól. Tar éis na tréimhse deacra, 

eisceachtúla seo táim níos sásta ná riamh go mbeidh an stól sin agus Scoil Oilibhéir ina seasamh go ceann i 

bhfad. 

Mo bhuíochas arís leis na páistí, leis na tuismitheoirí agus an caomhnóirí, leis na múinteoirí, le Lára, le hAnna 

san Oifig, le Maoilíosa, le Ciara agus le Damien.  

Guím samhradh sona, sábháilte, suaimhneach ar gach aon duine agaibh. 

We’ve finished another school year and it will never be forgotten! Before I talk about the last few months I’d like to 

look back on the rest of the year. We welcomed 2 Junior Infant classes for the first time in over 10 years and they settled 

in well. Our girls appeared in Croke Park before Christmas and had a great day. We erected a lovely sign outside the 

school and it was great help to prospective parents and guardians finding the school for our first ever Open Night. This 

was a wonderful occasion and the link between staff, parents and guardians and children was shown really well.  

We had a “Marty Party” before the All-Ireland Football final and the Dubs and Ciarán had an historic win for 5 in a row. 

Staff and students made an appearance on the news on television and in the newspapers. Amy Woodger from Rang a 

Cúig was a TV star as her work for the environment was seen in the Youth Assembly in the Dáil. Even better she did a 

great job with Ryan Turbidy on The Late Late Show the same week. Amy and her friends in Rang a Cúig did great work 

driving our walking bus and I look forward to working with them in Rang a Sé. I know they have wonderful plans for 

the bees and lots more. On the same theme, we suceeded in putting an end to paper communications and began the 

electonic newsletter for everybody. It’s doing very well!         

Then, before Christmas, we had the pleasure of welcoming the (then) Taoiseach, Leo Varadkar TD and the (then) 

Minister for Edcuation Joe McHugh TD. They saw the wonderful work of the school and we had an opportunity to 

discuss with them the advantages of, and the enduring demand in the area for, a Gaelscoil education.  

Conal and Sadhbh acquitted themselves brilliantly as they swam for the school in the National Competitions and we 

hope to be able to provide more swimming opportunities for the school. We did brilliantly in the Credit Union Quiz, 

achieving 4th place in the country. We also reeached the final of the INTEL mini-scientist competition.  

Of course Rang a Sé had a fabulous Confirmation Day and we look forward to the First Confession and First Communion 

with Rang a Dó (Rang a Trí now!) when they happen. When I know, you’ll know!     

Inside the school we managed to get our Sensory Trail put down which will be a huge help to pupils in the future.  

Our Parents’ Association were as busy as they always are and we had a fantastic Christmas Fair. We had the biggest 

group ever in the history of the school doing Adult Irish Classes and we will be hoping to build on this next year with 

the help of God. The Cumann would like to thank everybody for their supoprt during the year. We had excellent events 

due to this support. We are very grateful to Ciara White for all her work as she steps down from the Chair after doing 

her bit for the last few years. There was no end to her energy and enthusiasm to work for the good of the school and 

the children and I would like to express my personal thanks for eveyrthing she has done. I’m sure the Cumann will go 

from strength to strength. New people are always welcome and we need somebody immediateley to share the Chair 

with Ciara Nic Eoghain who is staying on! Send an email to cumann.na.dtuismitheoiri.so@gmail.com if you can help in 

the Cumann in any way. Every type of help and expertise/ability is needed.  

mailto:runai.scoil.oilibheir@gmail.com
mailto:cumann.na.dtuismitheoiri.so@gmail.com


 
Cothú agus saibhriú gach páiste, trí mheán na Gaeilge, chun barr a gcumas a bhaint amach 

 

 runai.scoil.oilibheir@gmail.com              01-8215277             085-1616016               @ScoilOilibheir 

 

We were in the middle of an amazing Seachtain na Gaeilge when the schools were closed suddenly on 12 March. We 

are going to build on this annual progress again next year so that SnaG 2021 is the best one yet! I really enojyed our 

Window Festival and high praise for all the wonderful work you did.  

There is no doubt that this was the most difficult period of my time as principal and maybe in the hostory of primary 

education in Ireland in lots of ways. The single biggest challenge I found was the diversity of households in the school 

and our priority was always how to assist households to support learning while not adding to stress. I hope we 

succeeded in supporting you as parents and guardians. One of our strengths as a school is the positive relationship 

between school staff and families. I felt that this almost came against us as the best weapons we have as a school to 

combat difficulties which come up now and again was whipped away from us. These weapons are the relationships 

and the spirit of collaboration in the school. I would like to thank you for the words of kindness, you may not appreciate 

what a lift it gave me. Some days were more difficult than others but I soon worked out that the best cure was contact 

from the children or the parents and guardians of the school. It was hugely appreciated.  

As we attempted to deal with the various challenges with which we were faced, things changed quickly and often and 

I will be eternally grateful to and for the staff of the school. We were all trying to deal with something totally new, for 

which we had no training and little planning, and for the first part anyway, no idea what was coming from day to day. 

It is due to the efforts of the teachers and other staff members that we managed to do what we did. If there was any 

ambiguity or misunderstanding, the fault was mine. Again, like the schoolwork, I tried to achieve a balance. I hope the 

communication was regular enough without being excessive.  

For next year, I am not sure yet exactly how things will be. I hope that there will be more comprehensive guidance from 

the Department of Education adn Skills and we will plan accordingly. I am fairly confident that the chidlren will be able 

to fill the gaps from the point of view of schoolwork. Children have resilience sometimes that we as adults don’t. At the 

same time, as teachers do every day of the week, we will assess where each child is and plan accordingly to take them 

to the next point on their educational journey. The single most important thing for us as a school remains that each 

child feels safe, happy and settled in school and and we will do whatever is necessary to ensure this. I hope to be able 

to announce next year’s class teachers in the next fortnight or so. Due to various circumstances I won’t be certain until 

then. With the amount of uncertainty in general over the last few months I didn’t want to announce them in case 

chanegs would be required.  

There are some grounds for optimism as a school and as a community. Incredible progress has been made in the area 

of digital literacy. There was also the great news last week about the building project. I hope to give more details on 

this after the Board of Management has an opportunity to meet this week. Any time that we face an obstacle, 

overcoming it is a reason to be proud. As a community I think we did brilliantly over all. We demonstrated respect, 

patience, gratitude, understanding and cooperation towards each other. These are some of the most important traits 

in any relationship and I think that the relationship between the staff and community of Scoil Oilibhéir has never been 

stronger. On this, I would like to sincerely thank every single one of you. You demonstrated the symbol of Scoil Oilibhéir 

at the top of this page which represents teachers, children and parents/guardians. Some of you will have heard me talk 

about the three-legged stool, if one leg is missing the stool collapses. After this exceptionally difficult period I am 

happier than ever that the stool and Scoil Oilibhéír will stand for a long time to come.  

My thanks once again to the children, to the parents and guardians, to the teachers, to Lára, to Anna in the Oifig, to 

Maoilíosa, to Ciara and to Damien. 

I wish you all a happy, safe, peaceful summer. 

Le gach uile bheannacht, 

 

Antóin Ó Cléirigh  
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